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SEASONAL HONG KONG–KUALA LUMPUR  

AIR SERVICE INTRODUCED IN CONJUNCTION WITH LUNAR 

NEW YEAR 
 

KUALA LUMPUR — Tourism Malaysia welcomed the arrival of Greater Bay Airlines’ 

inaugural chartered flight for its direct daily seasonal service from Hong Kong to Kuala 

Lumpur, marking a significant enhancement in air connectivity between Malaysia and one 

of Hong Kong’s major economic hubs. Introduced in conjunction with the Lunar New Year 

travel period, the service is expected to further strengthen tourism and business 

exchanges between the two destinations. 

 

The inaugural flight, HB459, arrived at Kuala Lumpur International Airport Terminal 2 

(KLIA2) at 0155 a.m. and was received by Mr. Lee Thai Hung, Deputy Director General 

(Promotion II) of Tourism Malaysia, together with representatives from Greater Bay 

Airlines and Malaysia Airports Holdings Berhad (MAHB). The welcoming ceremony 

underscored the close collaboration between stakeholders in promoting tourism and 

strengthening economic ties between Malaysia and Hong Kong. 

 

The seasonal Kuala Lumpur service reflects Greater Bay Airlines’ commitment to meeting 

peak travel demand during the Lunar New Year period, catering to leisure travellers, 

those visiting friends and relatives (VFR), as well as business passengers travelling 

between Hong Kong and Malaysia. The additional capacity is expected to support 

increased inbound tourism and facilitate closer people-to-people connections during one 

of the region’s busiest travel seasons. 

 

By operating direct flights between Hong Kong and Kuala Lumpur, the seasonal service 

enhances connectivity between two key economic and tourism hubs, offering travellers 

greater convenience and flexibility. The initiative also aligns with Malaysia’s ongoing 

efforts to strengthen international air links and reinforce its position as a preferred 

destination for both regional and long-haul travellers. 

 

In a statement, Mr. Mohd Amirul Rizal Abdul Rahim, Director General of Tourism Malaysia, 

said, “The introduction of Greater Bay Airlines’ seasonal service to Kuala Lumpur is 

anticipated to provide a meaningful boost to Malaysia’s tourism sector during the Lunar 

New Year period, traditionally one of the region’s peak travel seasons. By expanding 

direct air capacity from Hong Kong, the service is expected to increase visitor arrivals, 

stimulate tourism-related expenditure and benefit sectors such as hospitality, retail, food 

and beverage and transportation.” 



   

 

 

The enhanced connectivity further strengthens Malaysia’s appeal as a short-haul 

destination for festive travel, family reunions and cultural exploration while reaffirming 

Hong Kong’s position as a key source market. The initiative complements Tourism 

Malaysia’s broader strategy to expand air access, drive sustainable tourism growth and 

deepen economic and people-to-people ties with international markets. 

 

For travellers from Hong Kong, Kuala Lumpur is widely regarded as a vibrant, accessible 

and culturally rich city, offering a compelling blend of modern urban experiences and 

traditional heritage. The city continues to attract visitors with its diverse culinary scene, 

world-class shopping, contemporary attractions and iconic landmarks, set within a 

dynamic multicultural environment that reflects Malaysia’s rich heritage. 

 

Hong Kong, together with mainland China, consistently ranks among Malaysia’s leading 

source markets, making the expansion of direct flight routes a strategic priority in driving 

tourism growth. This increase in air capacity is timely and aligned with Tourism Malaysia’s 

initiatives to boost visitor arrivals and tourism receipts from key markets. Malaysia’s 

strong appeal was reflected in robust visitor performance, with 4.7 million arrivals 

recorded from China between January and December 2025, representing a 25.1 per cent 

year-on-year increase. 

 

Tourism Malaysia remains committed to working closely with international carriers to 

expand flight networks and ensure Malaysia continues to be a top-of-mind destination 

for travellers worldwide. In this regard, the organisation welcomes the launch of this 

chartered service by Greater Bay Airlines and looks forward to continued collaboration 

on joint promotional initiatives to showcase Malaysia’s diverse attractions, rich 

gastronomy and renowned hospitality to travellers from Hong Kong. 

 

 

-END- 

 
 

About Tourism Malaysia 

Malaysia Tourism Promotion Board, also known as Tourism Malaysia, is an agency under the 
Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture Malaysia (MOTAC). It focuses on promoting Malaysia as a 
preferred tourism destination and has, since its establishment, played a significant role in 
strengthening the country’s presence and competitiveness in the global tourism landscape. 
 
Visit Malaysia 2026 (VM2026) underscores Malaysia’s commitment to sustainable tourism 
development, in line with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UNSDGs). The 
campaign aims to showcase the nation’s diverse natural attractions, rich cultural heritage, and 
vibrant tourism offerings, while driving inclusive growth and long-term value for local 
communities and industry stakeholders. 
 
For more information, visit Tourism Malaysia’s website www.tourism.gov.my and social media 

accounts on Facebook, Instagram, X, YouTube, and TikTok. 

 

 

http://www.tourism.gov.my/
https://www.facebook.com/malaysia.travel.my
https://www.instagram.com/malaysia.truly.asia/
https://twitter.com/TourismMalaysia
https://www.youtube.com/c/MalaysiaTrulyAsia
https://www.tiktok.com/@malaysiatrulyasia


   

 

 

 

For enquiries, please contact: 

 

 

Rahayu binti Ahmad 
Deputy Director 
International Promotion Division (Asia / Africa) 
solehuddin@tourism.gov.my 
Tel: +603 8891 8204 

 

 

Norshariza binti Mohd Saad 

Deputy Director 

Corporate Communications Division 

norshariza@tourism.gov.my  
Tel: +603 8891 8775 
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