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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

BANK RAKYAT FORGES STRONGER MALAYSIA-JAPAN  

TRADE OPPORTUNITIES FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES  

THROUGH BIZMATCH INITIATIVE IN TOKYO 

 

TOKYO, JAPAN, 9 JUNE 2026 – Bank Rakyat continues to champion the growth and 

internationalisation of Malaysian businesses through the organisation of the “Bank Rakyat 

Bizmatch: Make Malaysian Businesses Great”, held in conjunction with the Nikkei Forum 

of Asia 2026 in Tokyo, Japan.  

 

The strategic business matching platform brings together seven participating Malaysian 

companies participating as well as business owners, industry leaders, investors and 

strategic partners from Japan and across Asia to foster international collaboration, 

facilitate market access and explore cross-border opportunities in high-growth sectors.  

 

Also present at the event were the Prime Minister of Malaysia, YAB Dato’ Seri Anwar 

Ibrahim, the Minister of Entrepreneur and Cooperatives Development, YB Encik Steven 

Sim Chee Keong, Bank Rakyat Chairman, Datuk Mohd Irwan Mohd Mubarak and Bank 

Rakyat Group Chief Executive Officer, Encik Ahmad Shahril Mohd Shariff. 
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Minister of Entrepreneur and Cooperatives Development YB Encik Steven Sim 

Chee Keong highlighted that initiatives such as “Hebatkan Perniagaan Malaysia” 

(Make Malaysian Businesses Great) are very much aligned with the Ministry’s 

aspiration to elevate Malaysian businesses beyond domestic borders and position 

them competitively on the global stage. 

“We believe that Malaysian entrepreneurs possess tremendous potential, creativity and 

resilience. What they require are the right platforms, strategic partnerships and access to 

global ecosystems — and this is precisely what programmes like this aim to provide,” he 

said in his speech. 

He also hoped Japanese businesses will look at Malaysian tech start-ups and micro, 

small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs) not just as localised vendors, but as strategic 

partners capable of joint innovation.  

 

“Through initiatives like today's BizMatch, we are actively inviting our Japanese 

friends to embed themselves deeper into Malaysia's entrepreneurial landscape. It 

is also a timely effort that connects Malaysian entrepreneurs with potential Japanese 

partners, investors and buyers, while opening doors for knowledge exchange and long-

term business cooperation,” added YB Encik Steven Sim. 

 

Bank Rakyat Chairman Datuk Mohd Irwan Mohd Mubarak in his speech remarked that  

the participating companies represent sectors with strong growth potential and strategic 

relevance to the future economy, including food security, aquaculture, renewable 

energy, green technology, palm oil, retail as well as manufacturing. 
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He noted that these are industries that will shape future economic resilience not only for 

Malaysia, but for the wider region.  

 

“More importantly, this initiative reflects Bank Rakyat’s commitment to being a Bank 

“For All” (Untuk Semua). Through this platform, we are empowering businesses of 

every size and stage of growth with greater access to networks, opportunities and 

markets beyond our borders, while fostering inclusive economic progress and helping 

Malaysian enterprises realise their full potential on the global stage. 

 

“As global economic dynamics continue to evolve, resilience alone is no longer sufficient. 

Businesses today must become adaptive. They must become innovative. And perhaps 

most importantly, they must become internationally connected. This is where institutions 

like Bank Rakyat must step forward with greater purpose,” said Datuk Mohd Irwan. 

 

Beyond financing support, Datuk Mohd Irwan added that Bank Rakyat is committed to 

strengthening its ecosystem approach through strategic advisory, market facilitation, 

digital enablement and international networking platforms that empower entrepreneurs to 

grow beyond geographical limitations. 

 

The Bank Rakyat Bizmatch initiative reflects the Bank’s continued commitment in 

supporting the Government’s policy to strengthen entrepreneurship development, expand 

international trade opportunities and accelerate the global competitiveness of local 

businesses, in line with the aspirations of the Ministry of Entrepreneur and Cooperatives 

Development, and advancing the “Hebatkan Perniagaan Malaysia” agenda. 

***** 
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Appendix: 
 

No. Company Principal Activity 

1. MHC Coldstorage Sdn Bhd The company specializes in the processing, 
trading, and export of frozen seafood products. 
It has a proven export track record to markets 
including China, Saudi Arabia, the Philippines, 
and the United Arab Emirates. 
Its business is supported by an integrated 
system covering seafood sourcing, refrigerated 
storage, and distribution. 

2. North Cube Sdn Bhd The company is an integrated aquaculture 
enterprise engaged in prawn farming, seafood 
processing, and the export of seafood products.                                                                                                                                                                           
Specialising in vannamei shrimp aquaculture, 
the company has built a strong presence across 
the entire seafood value chain, from farming 
and processing to distribution and international 
markets. 

3. Agro 19 Bhd The company specializes in the manufacturing, 
supply, and export of refined palm oil and 
packaged edible oil products. 
It serves a wide range of markets, including 
retail, wholesale, food service, and international 
export markets, and plays an important role in 
Malaysia’s palm oil value chain. 

4. Ayamas Integrated Poultry 
Industries Sdn Bhd 

The company is an integrated poultry operator 
engaged across the entire poultry value chain, 
including feed milling, breeder farms, hatchery 
operations, and poultry production. 
As part of the PTS Group, it supports the reliable 
supply of poultry products for processed 
chicken and other food-related businesses. 

5. Nextgreen Global Bhd The company operates in environmentally 
focused industries, with a core emphasis on 
green technology, renewable energy, and zero-
waste initiatives. 
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It is also engaged in green industrial activities, 
including tissue paper manufacturing, 
contributing to the advancement of sustainable 
business practices. 

6. TMG Group TMG Group is a diversified, asset-backed 
business ecosystem with nearly four decades of 
proven track record, creating sustainable value 
through an integrated portfolio spanning retail, 
logistics, warehousing, property, REITs, 
agriculture, bottled mineral water and 
community-driven economic development. 

7. Macworld Industries Sdn Bhd This company specializes in palm oil-based 
products and speciality fats. 
Through its range of oils and fats for various 
applications, it serves the needs of the food 
industry and other related markets. 

 
 

 

 


