
   
 

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE           5 NOVEMBER 2026 
TM. 288/2026 

TOURISM MALAYSIA AND SEPANG INTERNATIONAL 

CIRCUIT JOIN FORCES TO TAKE VM2026–2027 

TO THE GLOBAL MOTOGP™ STAGE 

KUALA LUMPUR – Tourism Malaysia, through the Visit Malaysia 2026–2027 

(VM2026–2027) Secretariat, entered into a strategic collaboration with Sepang 

International Circuit (SIC) for the PETRONAS Grand Prix of Malaysia 2026 (MotoGP™ 

Malaysia), which was held from 30 October to 1 November 2026 at the Sepang 

International Circuit. 

The three-day event successfully drew more than 196,000 spectators and reached 

millions of global motorsport fans through live broadcasts. For VM2026–2027, this 

traction reflected the event’s capability to raise VM2026–2027’s global visibility, 

introduce Malaysia’s cultural diversity and tourism products to international audiences, 

and further encourage visitors to experience the country beyond the circuit. 

Mr Mohd Amirul Rizal Abdul Rahim, Director General of Tourism Malaysia, commented, 

“Motorsport brings together passionate fans from every corner of the world, and the 

PETRONAS Grand Prix of Malaysia 2026 is one of the most powerful stages on which to 

introduce them to Malaysia. Through this collaboration with Sepang International Circuit, 

we are putting the Visit Malaysia 2026–2027 campaign at the forefront of international 

visitors’ attention, while inviting them to discover our culture, heritage and gastronomy 

long after the chequered flag has fallen. We are grateful to Sepang International Circuit 

for its commitment as a partner in this effort.” 

Mr Azhan Shafriman Hanif, Chief Executive Officer of Sepang International Circuit, said, 

“We are delighted to embark on this meaningful collaboration with Tourism Malaysia and 

look forward to growing it into a long-term partnership, with the potential to become a 

regular feature of our racing calendar. It is truly encouraging to witness the tremendous 

support for this year's event. On behalf of Sepang International Circuit, I would like to 

express our sincere appreciation to Tourism Malaysia and all participating ministries, our 

passionate fans, the dedicated SIC team and everyone whose hard work and commitment 

have contributed to making this event a success.” 

In addition, Tourism Malaysia also hosted guests under its Mega Familiarisation (Mega 

Fam) programme at the event, giving them first-hand experience of the MotoGP™ 

Malaysia weekend alongside the country’s immersive travel experiences, cultural heritage, 

and gastronomic offerings that define Malaysia, Beautifully Yours.  



   
 

Beyond brand exposure, the collaboration is expected to encourage greater international 

arrivals. From January to September 2026, Malaysia received 32.3 million international 

visitors, a 2.4 per cent increase from 31.5 million recorded during the same period in 

2025. Furthermore, higher visitor arrivals can yield stronger visitor spending, creating 

spillover benefits for the accommodation, transportation, food and beverage and retail 

sectors, as well as local enterprises. This supports the broader aim of VM2026–2027 to 

deliver inclusive growth for communities and industry stakeholders. 

The partnership also reflects strong cooperation among government agencies, industry 

players and strategic partners in advancing Malaysia’s tourism, arts and culture agenda, 

ensuring the benefits of hosting major international events are enjoyed widely by the 

people. Through this collaboration, Tourism Malaysia effectively reinforced its 

commitment to leveraging world-class international events to strengthen Malaysia’s 

standing as a destination of choice, in support of the VM2026–2027 objectives. 

For further details, kindly refer to media kit : 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1iKj8UiBMCoBSqZaLbLfAf0MxN9jM1sZj?usp=dr

ive_link 

-END- 

About Tourism Malaysia 

Malaysia Tourism Promotion Board, also known as Tourism Malaysia, is an agency under the 
Ministry of  Tourism, Arts and Culture Malaysia (MOTAC). It focuses on promoting Malaysia as a 
preferred tourism destination and has, since its establishment, played a significant role in 
strengthening the country’s presence and competitiveness in the global tourism landscape. 

Visit Malaysia 2026 (VM2026) underscores Malaysia’s commitment to sustainable tourism 
development, in line with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UNSDGs). The 
campaign aims to showcase the nation’s diverse natural attractions, rich cultural heritage, and 
vibrant tourism offerings, while driving inclusive growth and long-term value for local 
communities and industry stakeholders. 

For more information, visit Tourism Malaysia’s website www.tourism.gov.my and social media 
accounts on Facebook, Instagram, X, YouTube, and TikTok. 

About Sepang International Circuit 

Sepang International Circuit (SIC) is Malaysia’s premier motorsport venue, located in Sepang, 
Selangor. Recognised as the home of Malaysian motorsport, SIC hosts a diverse calendar of 
international and domestic motorsport events, bringing world-class racing and motorsport 
experiences to Malaysia. 

For enquiries, please contact: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1iKj8UiBMCoBSqZaLbLfAf0MxN9jM1sZj?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1iKj8UiBMCoBSqZaLbLfAf0MxN9jM1sZj?usp=drive_link
http://www.tourism.gov.my/
https://www.facebook.com/malaysia.travel.my
https://www.instagram.com/malaysia.truly.asia/
https://twitter.com/TourismMalaysia
https://www.youtube.com/c/MalaysiaTrulyAsia
https://www.tiktok.com/@malaysiatrulyasia
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Mohd Akbal Setia 
Deputy Director General (Promotions) & 
Head of Visit Malaysia 2026–2027 Secretariat 
akbalsetia@tourism.gov.my 
Tel: +603 8891 8006 
 

 
Taryn Yap 
General Manager, Commercial & Retail | 
Strategic Communications 
Tel: +6012 287 6931 

Norshariza Mohd Saad 
Deputy Director 
Corporate Communications Division 
norshariza@tourism.gov.my 
Tel: +603 8891 8775 

Fara Ahmad Fuad 
Head, Strategic Communications 
Tel: +6012 228 7081 
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