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MALAYSIA WELCOMES RIYADH AIR TO KUALA LUMPUR, 

MARKING A NEW CHAPTER IN MALAYSIA-SAUDI TOURISM 

AND AVIATION COOPERATION 
 

KUALA LUMPUR – Tourism Malaysia warmly welcomed the arrival of Riyadh Air at Kuala 

Lumpur International Airport (KLIA) today, celebrating the Saudi national carrier’s historic 

maiden entry into Southeast Asia. The landmark flight signals a transformative era in 

bilateral tourism cooperation and opens direct access for high-yield Saudi visitors to 

Malaysia. 

 

The inaugural flight arrived at KLIA from King Khalid International Airport, Riyadh, 

representing Riyadh Air’s first scheduled commercial service to Malaysia and its inaugural 

destination within the region. Operating three times weekly on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 

Saturdays, the Riyadh–Kuala Lumpur route utilises Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner aircraft 

configured to accommodate up to 290 passengers per flight. This strategic connection 

significantly enhances direct accessibility while fostering deeper tourism, trade, and 

investment exchanges between both nations. 

 

Upon touchdown at KLIA, the flight and its passengers were greeted with a ceremonial 

welcome in the presence of Mr. Chua Choon Hwa, Deputy Secretary General (Tourism), 

Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture Malaysia (MOTAC); Madam Nuwal Fadhilah Ku Azmi, 

Senior Director, International Promotion Division (Asia & Africa), Tourism Malaysia; 

alongside senior management representatives from Riyadh Air and Malaysia Airports 

Holdings Berhad (MAHB). Infused with authentic Malaysian hospitality, the reception 

underscored the close synergy among key industry stakeholders in expanding 

international air links and elevating the arrivals experience for foreign visitors. 

 

Highlighting the strategic importance of the route, Mr. Mohd Amirul Rizal Abdul Rahim, 

Director General of Tourism Malaysia, stated: 

 

“The arrival of Riyadh Air represents a transformative milestone for our inbound tourism 

strategy. We are deeply honoured that Riyadh Air has chosen Malaysia as its maiden 

destination within Southeast Asia. This landmark decision reflects our strong bilateral ties 

and underscores immense confidence in Malaysia as a world-class destination. Beyond 

welcoming a prestigious new carrier, we are forging a strategic partnership dedicated to 

seamless, premium travel. Moving forward, this direct link serves as a cornerstone of our 

efforts to capture the evolving demands of Middle Eastern travellers and ensure Malaysia 

remains a preferred destination in their travel plans.” 



 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Saudi Arabia remains a vital and high-yield source market for Malaysia in West Asia, 

characterised by strong purchasing power, longer lengths of stay, higher average visitor 

spending and a strong preference for family travel. Strengthening direct air connectivity 

is therefore essential to unlocking renewed growth and further capitalising on the 

significant potential of this key Middle Eastern market. 

 

Enhanced connectivity also reinforces Malaysia’s position as a leading Muslim-friendly 

and family-oriented destination, providing Saudi travellers with convenient access to a 

diverse range of experiences. From pristine natural landscapes and rich cultural heritage 

to luxury shopping, world-class gastronomy and wellness retreats, Malaysia offers 

meaningful and memorable experiences tailored to the preferences of Saudi visitors. 

 

This milestone arrives at an opportune juncture as Tourism Malaysia ramps up global 

promotional campaigns for Visit Malaysia 2026 (VM2026) under the banner “Surreal 

Experiences”. Through VM2026, the launch of this service directly supports the agency's 

strategic goals to expand international flight networks, drive high-value sustainable 

growth, and reinforce Malaysia's standing as a world-class destination celebrated for its 

vibrant culture, exceptional hospitality, and unforgettable travel experiences. 

 

Tourism Malaysia, together with its airline, airport, and trade partners, reaffirms its 

commitment to strengthening international air access as a primary engine of tourism 

growth. The newly established Riyadh to Kuala Lumpur air bridge marks a crucial stride 

toward deepening Malaysia and Saudi Arabia tourism ties, supporting market 

diversification, and positioning Malaysia at the forefront of Asian tourism. 

 

 

-END- 
 

About Tourism Malaysia 

 

Malaysia Tourism Promotion Board, also known as Tourism Malaysia, is an agency under the 
Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture Malaysia (MOTAC). It focuses on promoting Malaysia as a 
preferred tourism destination and has, since its establishment, played a significant role in 
strengthening the country’s presence and competitiveness in the global tourism landscape. 
 
Visit Malaysia 2026 (VM2026) underscores Malaysia’s commitment to sustainable tourism 
development, in line with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UNSDGs). The 
campaign aims to showcase the nation’s diverse natural attractions, rich cultural heritage, and 
vibrant tourism offerings, while driving inclusive growth and long-term value for local 
communities and industry stakeholders.  
 
For more information, visit Tourism Malaysia’s website www.tourism.gov.my and social media 

accounts on Facebook, Instagram, X, YouTube, and TikTok. 

 

For enquiries, please contact: 

http://www.tourism.gov.my/
https://www.facebook.com/malaysia.travel.my
https://www.instagram.com/malaysia.truly.asia/
https://twitter.com/TourismMalaysia
https://www.youtube.com/c/MalaysiaTrulyAsia
https://www.tiktok.com/@malaysiatrulyasia


 

 

   

 

 

 Mohana Murni Shanmugam 
Deputy Director 
International Promotions Division 
(Asia&Africa) 
mohanamurni@tourism.gov.my  
Tel: +603 8891 8224 

 

 

Norshariza binti Mohd Saad 
Deputy Director 
Corporate Communications Division 
norshariza@tourism.gov.my   
Tel: +603 8891 8775 
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